I admitted into my wards a number of such cases, and commenced their systematic study, employing for this means all the newer methods which German clinicians, especially Kiissmaul and Ewald, had devised. The result was to show that a certain proportion were suffering from serious organic disease, many more from recent and more or less curable -gastritis, frequently due to defective teeth, but in most the main element underlying the whole condition was debility, giving rise to atonic dilatation of the stomach, generally associated with gastroptosis. These facts had previously been pointed out by Bouchard and Glenard, but their frequent occurrence is much more generally admitted by specialists to-day than it was thirteen years ago, although they still remain virtually ignored in every-day practice. The 
